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Introduction 
 
The great Spanish writer Miguel Delibes wrote the short novel The Treasure, set in rural 
Spain during the Spanish transition to democracy.  
 
After the finding of a treasure from the Iron Age by chance in a hillfort, some officers of 
the law and some archaeologists of the University visit the village. The story reels off 
the conflicts between the local community, the Academy and the State, and it clearly 
shows the status of the Archaeology inherited after Franco’s dictatorship. It was a 
classist Archaeology, away from society, which in most cases conceived of local 
communities as cheap labour, as mere informers and as natural and innocent people who 
were called “good savages”.  
 

 
Fig. 1: A classist Archaeology: excavations at A Lanzada in the 60´s. 

 
Democracy’s consolidation and the European Funds received during late 80’s originated 
two new processes: the involvement of Archaeology in the field of correcting the 
archaeological impact of civil construction and the birth of training and diffusion 
projects, mainly archaeology work camps for young people. In the first case, the 
archaeologists are experts who work within the limits of the works, apart from the local 
community. Anything outside the motorway route limits or the gas pipeline of the 
moment is not important for those archaeologists, who are very stressed by deadlines, 
quotations and political interests. Neighbours will never be let in the archaeological 
works. Nobody will explain to them what is happening there. They will know about the 
works that are being carried out next-door through the papers. This attitude is still valid 
nowadays, in the field of Management Archaeology as well as in scientific research 
projects. These projects do not consider the publication of results or a minimum 
investment for social spreading of the archaeological activity. 
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 Fig. 2: An Archaeology apart from the local community. 

 
This is the reality that still characterizes Spanish Archaeology nowadays and the new 
generations of archaeologists are able to work with Internet social networks at site, but 
they do not even worry about the social networks where the hill fort they are working in 
settles. Of course, there are exceptions and model projects, like the one carried out in 
the Cathedral of Vitoria-Gasteiz in the Basque Country, which coined the evocative 
term of open for works. 
 
In this case, we would like to introduce you to the works developed in our Lab through 
two projects of Community Archaeology carried out in the Galician coast during the last 
few years. With these two projects we intend to revert that inertia from the past when 
archaeological interventions were projects that confiscate the archaeological Heritage 
excluding the society. Neixón and A Lanzada projects are the completion of our 
Heritage Laboratory approach about what Archaeology is and what must be, a social 
(and passionate) practice in the present that must help to build the critical nature of 
society and to change reality. Archaeology is a tool of social construction of reality and 
a means for local development. A critical Archaeology helps to form a critical nature in 
citizens and to construct, deconstruct and reconstruct the social memory through the 
Cultural Heritage.  
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Fig. 3: The three main pillars of Arqueoneixon project. 
 
Following the EAA code of conduct, we, in our projects, assume the obligation to take 
the necessary steps in order to inform everybody about all the objectives and methods in 
our archaeological works, using all the communication means available. We also 
assume the obligation to prepare and handle our researches as soon as possible to the 
archaeological (and non archaeological) community, through publications and/or 
electronic media.  
 
Based on these values, the Heritage Laboratory (IEGPS-CSIC) develops a wide 
program of Scientific Culture in Archaeology and Heritage. It intends to share the 
archaeological works and the results of these works with the community. So that a wide 
program of spreading activities has been set, including an extensive experience in the 
field, since 1999 mobilizing about 2000 people every year.  
 
It is hoped that this program will get people involved in practical and didactic activities 
related to archaeology and will help people to be more aware of the values of Heritage 
and how important it is to preserve it for future generations. These activities include: 
work camps, activities for specialized audience (for example: roundtable discussions, 
conferences), activities for any kind of audience (exhibitions), activities for schools 
(guided tours, Workshops, talks, open house), and activities to encourage the social 
participation of different groups, for instance, activities with inmates from A Lama 
prison (Pontevedra), the work camp in Neixón or the all-embracing project in A 
Lanzada. 
 

Interdisciplinary 

International work camp 

Local community 
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The archaeological project of Neixón 2003-2010 

Between 2003 and 2008 a large team made up of technicians and experts connected 
with the Landscape Archaeology Laboratory are working on the recovery of the 
archaeological area of Castros de Neixón (Boiro, A Coruña). An international work 
camp for young people aged 18-30 has been set up. This camp is supported by the 
Galician self-governing region and Boiro town council. This project has different 
objectives: to help the patrimonial recovery of this area, to contribute to the design of 
the contents of the Archaeological Center of Barbanza (open to the public since 2002), 
to promote and consolidate the Archaeological area of Neixón as a touristic attraction, 
or to spread all the scientific knowledge arisen from our research to the local 
communities and to the society in general. 

 

Fig. 4: Arqueoneixon project (2003-2008). 

In this regards, the three main pillars of this Arqueoneixón project are interdisciplinary, 
the work carried out by the volunteers in the international work camp and the local 
community involvement. These three mainstays consolidate a scientific project that, 
despite having been designed by the Institutions, could –in our opinion- permeate the 
social, economic, cultural and symbolic reality where the Archaeological area of Neixon 
settles.  

Neixon Hillforts have a great potential. They allow us to analyze and show people the 
historical evolution of a wide area in Galicia (Rías Baixas), from the Prehistoric period 
to nowadays, from a microspatial scale, accessible and understandable to the general 
public. In this respect, Neixón hillforts show the composition of a cultural landscape 
through three thousand years, a natural, virgin area transformed by the man’s hand and 
changed into a cultural built space. 
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Fig. 5: Activities with volunteers at Neixón. 

So, Neixón Hillforts are a multidimensional space, with many faces, where different 
experiences, perceptions of the present and interpretations of the past meet: 

Galician Archaeology Historiographical Myth: the works carried out by Bouza Brey 
and López Cuevillas in the archaeological site of O Castro Pequeno de Neixón in 1925, 
on the one hand, were the first excavations of scientific nature in our country, and on the 
other hand, became a real referent for the Galician Archaeology, and laid the 
foundations for the Celtic interpretation of the protohistoric past in Galicia. 

An Archaeological Site representative of the Galician Protohistory and Old 
History: Neixón Hillforts were occupied for 1500 years. Therefore we can see the 
evolution of the hillfort culture and the impact of Romanization, between the eighth 
century BC and the fourth century AD. During this long period of occupation, this area 
was a very important metallurgical and commercial enclave from the prehistoric period, 
and a key point in the relations between the Atlantic hillfort culture and the 
Mediterranean world.  

Economic Area: Neixón Hillforts, within the plain medieval parish of Sispalone, 
became a non-housing area, an outlying area, a not very fertile area from an agricultural 
point of view, but with important resources: wood, gorse, stone, fish, and seafood. 
Within the shaping of the parish economic system, habitual practices changed this area 
into a communal area: Neyxon woodland. But the maritime aspect of this mountain 
transformed this area, during the Ancien Régime, into an important natural anchorage 
for the fishing fleet and also for seafood. Besides, this area is a potential mineral and 
metallurgy source. This geological aspect conditioned the historic development of Punta 
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de Neixón, and some tin and wolfram exploitations appear, which still remain in use 
during the 40’s last century. 

 

Fig. 6: Activities with local community at Neixón. 

An area for illicit activities: Neixón Hillforts, during the 1970’s, 1980’s and 1990’s, 
were used for smuggling cigarettes and to store cocaine from Colombia. There are still 
nowadays many small underground bunkers In this respect, this is another aspect of this 
multifunctional area that must be studied and shown to everybody in order to have a 
comprehensive reading of the historical evolution of this area. 

A symbolic Area: the role material remain of a pagan past caused that in Galicia many 
hillforts were devoted not only to economic activities of different nature but also 
worked as symbolic places, used by the Church and by the popular culture, for instance, 
the procession that is celebrated during the first days of August in Neixón at the foot of 
the Castro Grande wall. Nowadays this procession is considered a referent in the 
summer festival calendar in the whole peninsula of Barbanza: everybody from the 
parish and some other parishes from far –off regions, as well as many tourists go there.  

A space to recover the Historical Memory of the Contemporary Past: Neixón was a 
referent for the archaeology arisen in the framework of the Galician nationalism before 
the fascist coup d’état in 1936. During the 1920’s many young people worked in this 
area. After 1936 these people who were committed and keen on Archaeology, were 
assassinated, suffered reprisals at the hands of the regime, were exiled to Buenos Aires, 
or worked as a teacher in American Universities such as Texas and Pennsylvania. 
Likewise, this region suffered the reign of terror established by Franco’s regime, that is, 
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concentration camps for prisoners and wolfram mining in the 1940’s which would be 
used by the Nazi military industry.  

Community Archaeology project: Objects, People, Landscape, 
Memory, Identity  

Our project settles down a visual way of doing Archaeology and an approach to the 
material aspect that tries to reconcile basic research and applied research starting from 
the work of volunteers in the work camp and the cooperation of the local community. 
Therefore, when the camp is workingi (during July-August) all the training activities are 
aimed at creating new scientific knowledge of Castros de Neixón: systematization of 
malacologic samples, Geomorphology seminars, material culture processing, 
archaeological picture, paleometallurgy, ethnoarchaeology, topography, ethnographic 
survey, experimental archaeology... Activity becomes an experimenting camp on 
Didactics of Archaeology, where the different perspectives which are valid for the 
spreading of the archaeological knowledge are contrasted with the groups of young 
people without previous knowledge of Archaeology. Excavations strengthen tourist 
interest on the archaeological area and change it into an open area where the 
archaeological practice can be seen alive, where a physical and tangible contact with the 
past is possible. 

 

Fig. 7: Community Archaeology project: Objects, People, Landscape, Memory and Identity. 
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Working strategy: a critical, reflective and multivocal Archaeology. 

Neixón is a landscape that was formed by different social and cognitive processes, it is a 
place significantly constituted that refers to hybrid and multiple realities from the past. 
Therefore, the context of our project is a multidimensional and polyhedral 
archaeological site, where different interpretations and interests, sometimes compatible, 
others antithetical and incompatible, meet. When talking about this place, this present 
reality, full of past, full of sense, and projected towards the future, we should not fall 
into the academicist authoritarianism, which punishes the Archaeology as a scientific 
discipline, guarantor of the only positive truth. Castros de Neixón multivocality must be 
respected and analyzed from an archaeological perspective towards a reflective, critical 
and relativist method. The archeological excavation originates a register (it is not a 
document that refers to the real past) within a particular context of knowledge 
production. Our research’s certainties may come about doubts towards the criticism 
made by the different groups coming together in the project: the local community, 
volunteers and experts with different education background and research traditions. 
Likewise, the results (at the exhibition arranged in the Archaeological Center, at the foot 
of the site, in publications, in the sinalectic of the archaeological area) must be open to 
the public it is aimed at, those people who also help us understand the archaeological 
area. 

 

Fig. 8: An integral strategy of Heritage Management for a cultural landscape. 

In this respect, the realities which make up Neixón can be methodologically dealt with 
from the multi-sited ethnography that has been lately suggested by a sector of the social 
Anthropology, the post-processual Archaeology and by the Ethnoarchaeology who 
drinks directly from the postcolonial theory . From these premises the interaction with 
the local community is understood as a key factor to develop a critical Archaeology 
(Barreiro 2006-2007) which maximizes the possibility of the the work context power 
and allows it to be thought of as a living context and not only as a mere fossil from the 
past.  

Our scientific speech is as legitimate as the popular imaginary (and its mythical view of 
the mouros as the original inhabitants of Neixón), for instance those living in the small 
village of Nine who still consider Neixón as an area linked to their living experiences 
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from their childhood, or the opinion of those who use this area: football players who 
train here during the pre-season, shellfish gatherers, the Brotherhood guards, poachers, 
worshippers and tourists, etc…Up to a point, Punta de Neixón represents a scenery of 
Post modernity, but it is also a living space that shows, and at the same time, creates 
identity.  

The archaeological project of A Lanzada 2010 

The project Pousadas do Salnés has the support of European Funds FEDER and 
promoted by the Provincial Council of Pontevedra. Our Laboratory is in charge of the 
archaeological part. This project aims to apply the new technologies and communication 
strategies, to bring the natural and cultural Heritage closer to disabled people and to 
promote patrimonial resources. 

 

Fig. 9: Pousadas project tries to bring the Heritage closer to disabled and to promote 
patrimonial resources. 

The archaeological area of A Lanzada is one of these touristic areas. It is a trading 
centre in force from the 5th century until the 6th century a.c. This is an unusual 
environment in Galicia for four reasons: 

The settlement continuity. We can reconstruct 1500 years in the History of Galicia from 
the emergence of the fortified landscape until the Viking invasions during Late Middle 
Ages. 
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Fig. 10: Settlement continuity at A Lanzada: VIII c. BC-XI c. AD. 

The state of conservation of the remains. A mobile dune has covered the site all these 
years and it has helped to protect the architecture, dumping sites for organic matter, 
objects and bones, … and this is not very common un Galicia due to the soils acidity. 
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Fig. 11: Excellent conservation of remains. 

The archaeological works carried out in the 50’s, 71’s and beginning 80’s help us to 
draw a true history of archaeology in Galicia. 

Its location, in ground zero of summer tourism in Galicia; A Lanzada is one of the most 
important areas for tourism in Spain; it is a rural and coastal landscape that has 
undergone a great building impact since the 1970’s. 

As in Neixón, A Lanzada has three main actives: the support of the Provincial Council 
of Pontevedra, interdisciplinary and active participation, and integration of different 
groups. This last aspect is the most important for us, and  therefore we are trying to have 
updated, direct, ongoing and open communication  with four different audiences:  local 
people, scientific people, public in general,  and mass-media.  

Whit this aim we have designed a communication and spreading strategy including the 
following activities:  

Full access to the archaeological site for disabled people. We offer the possibility to pre-
arrange visits to the site for Galician associations for real equal rights to enjoy the 
archaeological site.  

 

Fig. 12: Works underway. Full acces for disable people. 

Free entrance to the site with guided tours, and the possibility to touch original 
archaeological material and to participate in the excavations. In this sense, we have 
designed some specific activities for schools and young audiences. 

Real time spreading of the advances in the project through v-logs. This is a way to break 
away from the traditional informative control of the scientific community, by releasing 
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in Internet and mass-media valuable information that could be used, on equal terms, by 
local scholars, Scientifics, journalists, to people keen on Archaeology and to the general 
public.  

Guided Tours and collaboration with local cultural associations. 

 

Fig. 13: Archaeological kindergarden. 

Activities for the local people: 

Interviews to people who worked in old excavations, in tin mines Turing the 40, 50 and 
60’s. 

Courses in the Leisure and Social Centre with Noalla inhabitants, the owners of the land 
where the site is located. These talks and discussions are recorded in real time and 
shown in the blog. 

Recovery of immaterial Heritage, by recording legends and mythic tales and stories 
about A Lanzada as a symbolic area. 

Recovery of unpublished photographic Heritage showing A Lanzada in the 20th century.  

Collaboration with local people in the A Lanzada Procession and Festival. 
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Fig. 14: Interviews with people who worked in old excavations and tin mines. Courses in the 
Leisure and Social Centre with Noalla inhabitants 

 

Final Evaluation / Remarks 

Professor Lynn Meskell has recently studied the conflicts between cultural Heritage and 
nature in Kruger National Park in South Africa. With reason she defends that South 
African Civil Service manages the landscape but does not count on local communities 
or their importance as cultural Heritage landscape. In the same way, local communities 
have been left out in the management of Galician archaeological Heritage. We are more 
interested in the inhabitants of the Castros that existed 2000 years ago (who we do not 
know) than the people who nowadays live on the archaeological sites. We the 
archaeologists have become experts at confiscating materials, fossilizing the past and 
converting live areas into archaeological fossils. 
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Fig. 15: Recovery of inmaterial and unpublished photographic Heritage.  

Two photographs will show our role: 

The first photograph is dated 1953 and was taken in the excavation of A Lanzada. The 
people by the cow cart are from Noalla parish and they were hired as labourers to work 
in the archaeological site. When the results were released, the Director’s 
acknowledgements included the Manager of A Toxa luxury spa-hotel- casino, the parish 
priest, the pharmacist, the Civil Guard Major and some marquises.   

Obviously, the “good savages” of Noalla (the real workers) were blot out of history; 
they belonged to the anonymous mass of common people, the third stratum. 

The boy on the left is today 75 years old, Mr. Hipólito was an emigrant in Brazil and 
France, and when he returned in 1982 he felt sorry for the status of abandonment of A 
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Lanzada archaeological site. Mr. Hipólito has become, thanks to the present project of A 
Lanzada, a real advisor, a member of a scientific committee made up of local men and 
women. Mr. Hipólito will celebrate his golden wedding anniversary next autumn and he 
intends to take his whole family to the excavations after the wedding reception. 

 

 

Fig. 16: Mr Hipólito in the archaeological excavation at A Lanzada: 1951 (up) and 2010 (below).  
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The second photograph shows the works that have been done in Neixón since 2008. 
There was a different archaeological team that worked in this archaeological area 
leaving the local people out. In 2009 they dug a ditch a in the wall, 2 m away from the 
altar where Neixón Procession is celebrated. In 2010, the Authorities decided to extend 
the Archaeological Centre, even it was not necessary, and half the land used for the 
village fiesta was destroyed. The local people were not consulted because they were 
good savages who do not know what they need.  The work carried out during 7 years 
was deleted in record time.  This is an excellent example of this type of scientific and 
technocratic Archaeology we have heavily criticized at the beginning of this paper. 

 

 

Fig. 17: Neixón 2009: Archaeological trench destroying the popular festival camp. 

I believe that the two examples explain the importance of the Archaeological 
community in the correct Management of cultural landscapes. And that is all. You are 
all invited to visit our excavation at A Lanzada, in process until December 2010. 
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Fig. 18: What’s the future of Neixón? Drawing by a girl of Cespón parish. 

 

 
 
                                                 

 


